During the course, students will discuss course readings in a series of 10 discussion board posts. Each student (called the “Lead”) will be responsible for beginning discussion 2 of the 10 discussion posts during the semester. Student can locate “Discussion Prompts” available on the course website as a starting point for discussion. The Leads choose what discussion prompts the class will address and provide an insightful, thoughtful analysis of that section’s readings. (A link to the signup sheet is available on the course schedule.)The rest of the class must wait until after the Discussion Lead deadline to respond to the corresponding discussion. Responses should include both the students’ own analysis of the chosen discussion questions as well as respond to Leads’ threads. Each response must be a minimum of 300 words and must be posted by 11:59pm on the due date to receive credit. Students are strongly encouraged to read ALL the discussion board posts during the course to best understand the material. Discussion board posts will be used to assist in writing the exams. Additionally, the discussion board posts can be used as starting points for papers.
Grading Rubric: Most discussion prompts require responses to two questions—make sure to completely answer every discussion prompt to receive full credit for Discussion Board Postings. Each of the discussion board posts is worth 15 points and must contain the following:
· Include references to the Leads’ initial posts on the related prompts. If one of the Leads, post questions for classmates OR thoughtful ideas to prompt further discussion.
· Include short quotes from primary materials (i.e. the required readings)
· Analyze and respond to first required discussion question
· Analyze and respond to second required discussion question
· Correctly publish to correct discussion thread on the website by the due date and time. Follow Rules of Best Practices for Writing: Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, Editing
***Leads posting after their deadline and any/all discussion board posts after the respective due dates and times will not receive credit.***
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